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Iconic journalists Bob Woodward 
and Carl Bernstein will discuss 
contemporary media issues and 
the film about their most famous 
story on campus Thursday.
Nearly three decades ago, Wash-
ington Post reporters Woodward 
and Bernstein took on what they 
thought would be a simple sto-
ry about a burglary in the Water-
gate office complex. They were in-
trigued by the confiscated surgi-
cal gloves, thousands of dollars in 
cash and what seemed like a “pro-
fessional operation.”
Over a period of two years, the 
journalists uncovered a trail of 
corruption that led to the 1974 res-
ignation of the most powerful per-
son in the United States — former 
President Richard Nixon.
The two will examine whether 
journalists could break a story like 
Watergate in today’s society, given 
the changes in technology and the 
emerging time pressures on news 
organizations, at 2 p.m. Thursday 
in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Au-
ditorium. Actor Robert Redford, 
who played Woodward in “All the 
President’s Men,” the 1976 film 
about the Watergate investigation, 
will join the journalists at 6 p.m. 
for a discussion to honor the 35th 
anniversary of the film. 
The film was based on the best-
selling book by the two jour-
nalists,  which came out two 
years earlier.
Danielle Sigler, assistant curator 
and director at the Harry Ransom 
Center, said the 35th anniversa-
ry of “All the President’s Men” was 
an appropriate time to revisit the 
issues brought up by the film and 
Watergate in general.
“The issues of Watergate are re-
ally timeless issues in a democrat-
ic society,” Sigler said. “[They deal 
with the] role of the press and ac-
countability in government.”
Journalism School Director 
Glenn Frankel lived in San Fran-
cisco at the time of the Watergate 
coverage and did not know any-
thing about the corruption in the 
administration until the Post’s cov-
erage. Frankel said everyone found 
out what the Watergate scandal 
was in the months that followed, 
and Woodward and Bernstein’s 
coverage inspired him to become a 
journalist. Later, Woodward hired 
Frankel to work for him at the Post 
in 1979.
“They were metro reporters — 
young, hungry, restless — who 
went house to house and phone 
number to phone number dig-
ging out information,” Frankel 
said. “I don’t know if anyone else 
but two determined young people 
with time and energy would have 
had the determination to follow 
the story.”
Frankel will lead the 2 p.m. dis-
cussion with Woodward and Bern-
stein, which will also include re-
porters from The New York Times 
and Newsweek.
Thursday’s events, co-host-
ed by the Harry Ransom Cen-
ter and the Lyndon Baines John-
son Library, will not cost UT any 
money because the center paid 






Sports columnist of The 
Washington Post Sally Jenkins  
gives a lecture on sports 
journalism at the SAC 1.420 at 
4 p.m.
Texas Softball
Longhorns play Texas Woman’s 
University at McCombs Field 
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets range from 
$3-9.
In 2010
Oil rig Deepwater Horizon 
explodes, starting a three-
month oil spill that releases 
over 200 million gallons of oil 
into the Gulf of Mexico.
 — Shane Shannon 
Carpenter
‘Waiting for  
Superman’
This award-winning 
film, produced by David 
Guggenheim, on educational 
inequity in America will be 
screened in Bellmont Hall (BEL) 
328 at 6 p.m.
TODAY 
LIFE&ARTS PAGE 10
“I may have a 
hammer in my 
pouch, but I find 
myself using my 
hand instead.”
Quote to note
Andean and  
Mariachi
UT’s Andean and Mariachi 
ensembles perform at the 
Recital Studio in the Music 
Building (MRH) 2.608 at 7:30 
p.m.
David Ramirez
Cactus Cafe presents David 
Ramirez for a free show at 8:30 
p.m.
P1
Students who find Shakespeare 
and Chaucer boring can choose to 
study hipsters or Internet memes 
thanks to new courses available in 
the rhetoric department.
Every rhetoric course must require 
a substantial amount of research, 
writing and rhetorical analysis, said 
Mark Longaker, associate chair of 
the department of rhetoric and writ-
ing. Beyond that, many different top-
ics can be applied to developing these 
skills, he said. Some topics include the 
Rhetoric of Going Viral, which fo-
cuses on Internet videos and memes; 
and Rhetoric of Flame Wars, which 
dissects online arguments. 
“We define research pretty loose-
ly,” Longaker said.
Longaker said English graduate 
students nearly exclusively teach 
and create the rhetoric courses.
“I’m in my late ’30s,” he said. “I 
don’t know what undergrads are in-
terested in. I leave it to the gradu-
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The craftsmen of Red River Restorations 
restore aging woodwork to former glory
Longhorns open the flood 
gates as offense explodes for 
eight runs in easy win
ARTISAN CARPENTRY FLAWLESS vICTORYHISTORY IN CARTOONS
Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoons join 
archives at UT’s Briscoe Center
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By Mary Ellen Knewtson
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FREE FALLIN’
Adviser leaves UT System after outcry
I-Hwa Cheng | Daily Texan Staff 
A man left his kayak to jump off the Lamar bridge into Townlake on Tuesday afternoon. Today’s high will be 98 degrees and temperatures will 





Courtesy of Harry Ransom Center
Bob Woodward, left, and Carl Bernstein, right, will discuss their work on unearthing the Watergate scandal 
and concerns about breaking such stories today in a panel at the LBJ Auditorium on Thursday.
Watergate journalists 
to speak on scandal, 
contemporary media
CLASS continues on PAGE 2




200 Block Inner Campus Drive
An unknown subject 
approached a UT student and 
asked him where all the parties 
and sorority houses were 
located. The student stated 
the subject was carrying a 
plastic bag that contained what 
looked like a bottle of tequila. 
After being pointed in the 
right direction, the unknown 
subject was last seen walking 
toward the West Campus area. 
The student thought about 
the encounter and notified 
the UT Police Department. The 
unknown subject was described 
as: White male, short cropped 
“buzz cut” hair, wearing a black 
shirt and plaid shorts.
Campus watch
The UT system and a controversial adviser 
severed ties Tuesday amid an ongoing debate 
over the roles of teaching and research at the 
state’s public universities.
“Rick O’Donnell is no longer employed 
by the UT System, effective immediately,” 
said system spokesman Anthony de Bruyn. 
He declined to comment further and could 
not confirm if O’Donnell was terminated 
or resigned. 
Board of Regents chairman Gene Powell 
and Francie Frederick, general counsel to the 
Board of Regents, hired O’Donnell in Febru-
ary as a special adviser who reported directly 
to the board at a $200,000 annual salary. The 
system hired O’Donnell to advise two regent 
task forces formed this year — one to explore 
blended and online learning and another on 
excellence and productivity. 
“While it was not my choice to depart at 
this time, I am hopeful that the commitment 
to improving the productivity of the UT Sys-
tem will continue for the sake of taxpayers 
and the sake of students,” O’Donnell said in a 
statement released Tuesday.
O’Donnell said in a letter to Regent Wal-
lace Hall Jr. on Monday that criticism of a 
paper he wrote questioning the value of re-
search at public universities and the contro-
versy surrounding his hire deflected debate 
about the concerns he wished to raise and the 
task forces’ important goals. 
After O’Donnell’s hiring, alumni, lawmakers 
and University officials raised concerns about 
his work and writings, including the policy pa-
per he wrote for the Texas Public Policy Foun-
dation, a conservative think tank. The 2008 pa-
per that he wrote before the system hired him 
contained incorrectly attributed quotes and 
improper footnotes, according to the Houston 
Chronicle. The foundation took responsibility 
for the mistakes and attributed them to errors 
in compiling multiple drafts.  
“Some have attacked white papers I wrote, 
which were intended to spur a dialogue on 
how to measure the return of taxpayer dollars 
invested in research,” O’Donnell wrote in the 
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SUBSCRIBE
your e-mail address to our 
list and we will send you the 
opportunity to
up to 50% off of 
local businesses
SAVE
it with your friends 
and save even more!
SHARE
$25 buys you entry to 
Urban Adventure Race,
 a $60 value!
THE BUYS OF TEXAS
COLLEGE JUST GOT CHEAPER
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Is this real life? 
COPYRIGHT
Copyright 2011 Texas Student 
Media. All articles, photographs 
and graphics, both in the print and 
online editions, are the property of 
Texas Student Media and may not be 
reproduced or republished in part or 
in whole without written permission.
The Texan strives to present all information 
fair ly,  accurately  and completely.  I f 
we have made an error, let us know 
about it. Call (512) 232-2217 or e-mail 
managingeditor@dailytexanonline.com.
NEW ORLEANS — It was the catastro-
phy that seemed to crush a way of life, an oil 
rig exploding in the darkness and plunging 
the Gulf Coast and its people into months 
of chaos.
One year after the nation’s worst offshore 
oil spill began, solemn ceremonies will 
mark the disaster Wednesday and under-
score the delicate healing that is only now 
taking shape. Oil still occasionally rolls up 
on beaches in the form of tar balls, and fish-
ermen face an uncertain future.
But traffic jams on the narrow coast-
al roads of Alabama, crowded seafood res-
taurants in Florida and families vacation-
ing along the Louisiana coast attest to the 
fact that familiar routines are returning, al-
beit slowly.
Fanny Trang | Daily Texan Staff 
The Statesman donated editorial cartoonist Ben Sargant’s collection to the Briscoe Center for American History this semester. The work will 
join other cartoons collected by politicians such as Jesse Jones and Sam Rayburn.
Pulitzer Prize-winning cartoon-
ist Ben Sargent’s archives will join 
those of other artists at the Briscoe 
Center for American History.
More than 8,000 individual car-
toons of Sargent’s collection will 
join the center’s archives. Sargent 
is a Daily Texan alumnus who 
worked at the Austin American-
Statesman and won the Pulitzer for 
editorial cartooning in 1982. His ex-
hibition at the center, “Always Hit-
ting a Nerve,” represents his 35 
years at the Statesman.
“Political cartoon is a very im-
portant way to express opinions,” 
said Don Carleton, Ph.D, executive 
director of the center.
Born to journalist parents, Sar-
gent graduated with honors from 
UT with a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism. He said cartoons have 
traditionally played a key role 
in the understanding of politics 
through visual symbols. 
“Pictures are particularly a good 
medium to convey opinion,” the 
cartoonist said.
 —Fanny Trang 
Cartoonist’s collection joins history archives
Watergate papers.
The papers include the 
pair’s handwritten and typed 
notes of their interviews dur-
ing the investigation, mem-
os sent to the Post’s editors, 
story drafts, clippings, pho-
tos and memorabilia. In addi-
tion to providing the papers, 
the pair also promised to hold 
public lectures and discus-
sions at the University and set 
up a $500,000 fund for con-
tinued research about Water-
gate and journalistic ethics. 
Thursday will mark the fourth 
time Woodward and Bern-
stein have appeared on cam-
pus since the acquisition. 
Journalism graduate stu-
dent James Jeffrey first learned 
about the Watergate scandal 
from watching “All the Pres-
ident’s Men.” Growing up in 
the U.K., Jeffrey said the sto-
ry had a lot of significance be-
cause it represented the most 
powerful man in the world 
being brought out of pow-
er by journalism. Jeffrey said 
he wants to attend the discus-
sion to find out the finer de-
tails of Watergate and to see if 
there could be another story 
like Watergate.
“You’d like to think it could, 
but it definitely must be a lot 
harder because of the con-
straints being put on media 
organizations and journalists 
not being afforded enough 
time,” Jeffrey said. 
TALK
continues from PAGE 1
ate students. They’re doing a great 
job of it.”
Christopher Taylor, English 
graduate student and creator of the 
course Rhetoric of Hipsterdom, 
said his class will examine contem-
porary hipsters compared to coun-
terculture’s history. While many 
definitions have been applied to the 
modern hipster, Taylor said listen-
ing to vinyl instead of CDs because 
they sound more real, riding a bike 
or wearing big glasses and tight 
pants are all identifying traits.
Hipsters are difficult to define 
on purpose because the culture is 
based on a rhetoric of authenticity 
and irony, he said.
Taylor will analyze the critical 
appeals — ethos, pathos and lo-
gos — the hipster culture makes. 
He said ethos, the establishment of 
credibility, is the most central ap-
peal to hipster rhetoric. The label is 
used by many but claimed by few, 
he said. 
“If you identify with the term, 
you admit to being part of the joke,” 
Taylor said. 
Taylor said he experienced some 
resistance when he brought up his 
idea for the class, because some 
people aren’t sure what this cur-
rent culture will be or if it’s worth 
talking about. 
“You don’t have to self-iden-
tify with hipsters or hate hip-
sters to take the class,” he said. “It’s 
for everyone who’s interested in 
cultural changes.” 
He said his and other rhetoric 
courses are valuable because they 
allow students to grasp of the major 
ideas in rhetoric in a way that is ap-
plicable to life. 
Education freshman EJ Kennelly, 
who is currently enrolled in a Rhet-
oric of Celebrity, said she was sur-
prised how well her professor tied 
writing concepts into her class. 
Kennelly said her class studied tab-
loids and discussed strategies ce-
lebrities use to create a persona, 
including timing controversies to 
promote themselves.
“When I signed up, I was won-
dering how I was supposed to write 
a paper about what celebrities wear, 
but it’s helped me improve my writ-
ing,” she said.
Guggenhiem award allows 
RTF professor to make film
For filmmakers, acquiring 
funding for movies can often 
be problematic. One filmmaker 
from UT will not have to worry 
about that for some time.
Don Howard, filmmaker and 
assistant professor of radio-tele-
vision-film, was awarded the 
Guggenheim Fellowship Award, 
which will help him pursue his 
next project. Chosen for his “dis-
tinguished achievement in the 
past and exceptional promise for 
future accomplishment,” accord-
ing to a press release. Howard is 
one of 179 individuals to receive 
the award in 2011.
Howard’s upcoming project ti-
tled, “Say Hello to Mr. Go: An El-
egy for South Louisiana,” will be 
funded by the grant. The docu-
mentary explores the environ-
mental problems in Louisiana, as 
well as the state’s musical culture. 
Paul Stekler, department 
chair of radio-television-film, 
said that “Say Hello to Mr. Go” 
will be a beautiful film and the 
RTF department is very proud 
of Howard’s accomplishment.
“[Howard] is not only a great 
filmmaker, but is also a great pro-
fessor who has greatly impact-
ed the RTF department and has 
instituted many changes in the 
editing courses over the last 10 
years,” Stekler said.
Since 1925, the Guggenheim 
Foundation has awarded more 
than $230 million in fellowships 
to more than 15,500 artists, sci-
entists and humanities research-
ers. College of Fine Arts profes-
sor David Stuart also won a fel-
lowship this year. In 2004, RTF 
professor Ellen Spiro received 
the award for her innovative 
documentaries.
—William James
letter. “As we’ve previously discussed, 
the role of a think tank white paper 
is to spur debate, while the role of a 
leader in government is to act.”
After hearing outside concerns, 
the system shortened O’Donnell’s 
employment to end on Aug. 31 and 
reassigned him to report to Scott 
Kelley, executive vice chancel-
lor for business affairs. O’Donnell 
wrote that he requested public in-
formation on the regents’ behalf to 
analyze how the University spends 
tuition and public money, but the 
system did not release it.
“The release of such data was re-
sisted at the highest levels of the 
University of Texas at Austin and 
the University of Texas System,” he 
wrote. “Rather than release these 
data, we were met with what some 
have called a well-orchestrated pub-
lic relations campaign of breathless 
alarms, much like shouting fire in a 
crowded theater.”
The task force on productivity 
is drafting and gathering data on 
a department-by-department ba-
sis on how UT System campus-
es spend this money, according to 
a joint statement released by UT-
Austin and the UT System. Accord-
ing to the statement, system Chan-
cellor Francisco Cigarroa, the exec-
utive vice chancellor for academ-
ic affairs, the Board executives and 
each of the nine university presi-
dents will analyze and review the 
data before the system and Univer-
sity release it to the entire Board.  
“The notion that the UT System 
and UT-Austin are purposeful-
ly suppressing such data is inaccu-
rate,” the joint statement said.
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The UT Austin Green Fee Committee is now 
accepting proposals for the 2011-12 academic 
year and beyond. 
Be sure to download and read the guidelines as 
well as the application. 
Students, faculty and staff may submit ideas! 
Contact greenfee@austin.utexas.edu 
with any questions.






Friday, April 22, 2011
Applications and guidelines available at 
www.utexas.edu/sustainability/greenfee.php
CONGRATULATIONS 
to all of the students who received their ring at the 
Class Ring Ceremonies this week!
SPECIAL LAST MINUTE PROMOTION
April 21 � 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Etter-Harbin Alumni Center
Students with 75 hours or more can come by to order their ring.
TexasExes.org/Rings
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NEW ORLEANS — It was the catastro-
phy that seemed to crush a way of life, an oil 
rig exploding in the darkness and plunging 
the Gulf Coast and its people into months 
of chaos.
One year after the nation’s worst offshore 
oil spill began, solemn ceremonies will 
mark the disaster Wednesday and under-
score the delicate healing that is only now 
taking shape. Oil still occasionally rolls up 
on beaches in the form of tar balls, and fish-
ermen face an uncertain future.
But traffic jams on the narrow coast-
al roads of Alabama, crowded seafood res-
taurants in Florida and families vacation-
ing along the Louisiana coast attest to the 
fact that familiar routines are returning, al-
beit slowly.
“We used to fuss about that,” said Ike Wil-
liams, referring to the heavy traffic headed 
for the water in Gulf Shores, Ala., where he 
rents chairs and umbrellas to beachgoers. 
“But it was such a welcome sight.”
Although life is getting back to nor-
mal, many questions linger: Will the fish-
ing industry recover? Will the environ-
ment bounce back completely? Will an 
oil-hungry public ever accept more deep-
water drilling?
“It seems like it is all gone,” said Tyler 
Priest, an oil historian at the University 
of Houston. “People have turned their at-
tention elsewhere. But it will play out like 
Exxon Valdez did. There will be 20 years 
of litigation.”
On Tuesday, the federal government re-
opened the last of the waters that were closed 
last year after the massive spill, about 1,040 
square miles near the sunken rig. And fresh 
revelations from a BP engineer’s emails with 
his wife highlighted the missteps made on 
the ill-fated rig before the explosion.
In the months since the April 20, 2010, 
blast aboard the Deepwater Horizon, an 
administrator has handed out $3.8 billion 
from a $20 billion claims fund set up by 
BP. The number of cleanup workers went 
from 48,000 at the height of the spill to 
2,000 today.
Most scientists agree the effects “were 
not as severe as many had predicted,” said 
Christopher D’Elia, dean at the School of 
the Coast and Environment at Louisiana 
State University. “People had said this was 
an ecological Armageddon, and that did not 
come to pass.”
Still, biologists are concerned about the 
spill’s long-term impact on marine life.
“There are these cascading effects,” D’Elia 
said. “It could be accumulation of toxins in 
the food chain, or changes in the food web. 
Some species might dominate.”
Meanwhile, accumulated oil is believed 
to lie on the bottom of the Gulf, and it still 
shows up as a thick, gooey black crust along 
miles of Louisiana’s marshy shoreline. Sci-
entists have begun to notice that the land in 
many places is eroding.
For example, on Cat Island, a patch of 
land where pelicans and reddish egrets 
nest among the black mangroves, Asso-
ciated Press photographs taken a year 
ago and compared to those taken recent-
ly show visible loss of land and a lack 
of vegetation.
“Last year, those mangroves were 
healthy. This year they’re not,” said Todd 
Baker, a biologist with the Louisiana De-
partment of Wildlife and Fisheries. Land 
is eroding on sites where the oil has 
killed vegetation.
Confidence in Louisiana’s seafood is 
eroding, too.
“I can’t sell my fish,” said fisherman Glen 
Swift. “The market’s no good.”
But the BP spill has faded from the head-
lines, overtaken by the tsunami and nuclear 
disaster in Japan, unrest in the Middle East 
and political clashes in Washington.
“Nationally, BP seems like a dim and dis-
tant memory,” said Douglas Brinkley, a Rice 
University historian. But the accident will 
have long-lasting influence on environmen-
tal history, he said.
A presidential commission and an inter-
nal BP report concluded that the disaster was 
caused by a cascade of technical and mana-
gerial failures, including a faulty cement job. 
A testing firm hired by the government con-
cluded that the key device used for preventing 
blowouts failed because of a design problem 
that prevented it from cutting through pipe.
Latest demonstrations in  
Arab world intensify unrest 
LIBYA — British officials have 
announced they will send mili-
tary advisers to help Libya’s reb-
els as shelling and fighting contin-
ue in the besieged city of Misrata. 
SYRIA — The government lift-
ed the country’s nearly 50-year-old 
state of emergency, meeting a key 
demand of anti-government pro-
testers, but opposition leaders dis-
missed it as an attempt by Presi-
dent Bashar Assad to claim reforms 
while maintaing his hard-line 
rule. The blunt response suggest-
ed the month-old uprising could 
be entering a more volatile stage.
EGYPT — A government fact-
finding mission has concluded that 
at least 846 Egyptians died dur-
ing the three-week uprising that 
brought down the previous gov-
ernment and laid the blame square-
ly on the former interior minis-
ter who ordered police to open 
fire on demonstrators. The com-
mission also said former Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak was respon-
sible. Mubarak is under investi-
gation for his role in the deaths.
YEMEN — Security forces fired 
on anti-government protesters in 
Yemen’s capital and the city of 
Taiz, as hundreds of thousands of 
marchers around the country, kill-
ing a total of three. Representa-
tives from the government trav-
eled to Abu Dhabi to discuss a re-
gional initiative to defuse the crisis.
 —Compiled by The Associated Press
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Gerald Herbert | Associated Press file photo
Nesting pelicans are seen on May 22, 2010, left, as oil from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill washes ashore on Cat Island in Barataria Bay, just inside the coast of Lousiana. The second photo, taken at the same spot on 
April 8, 2011, shows the shoreline heavily eroded. Biologists from the Louisiana Department of Fish and Wildlife say this is largely because the island was completely overwashed by the oil.
Slow recovery for gulf one year after spill 
By Cain Burdeau
The Associated Press
Cartoonist’s collection joins history archives
NEWS BRIEFLY
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Daily Texan Guest Columnist
VIeWPOINT 
It’s so hard to be hetero
legalese
Opinions expressed in The Daily Texan are those of 
the editor, the Editorial Board or the writer of the ar-
ticle. They are not necessarily those of the UT ad-
ministration, the Board of Regents or the Texas Stu-
dent Media Board of Operating Trustees. 
Email your Firing Lines to firingline@dailytexanonline.
com. Letters must be more than 100 and fewer than 
300 words. The Texan reserves the right to edit all sub-
missions for brevity, clarity and liability.
sUBMIT a FIrINg lINe
THe FIrINg lINe
Please recycle this copy of The Daily Texan. Place the 
paper in one of the recycling bins on campus or back 
in the  burnt-orange news stand where you found it.
reCyCle
OK, I can’t take it anymore. It’s time that I just get this 
out of my system and let the world know my true feelings 
so that I can finally be at peace. 
I’m straight. 
Whew, I feel so much better now.
Being a straight male in college is a very difficult thing, 
and oftentimes I feel like there is absolutely nobody I can 
relate to.
Fortunately, on April 1, the Texas House of Represen-
tatives intervened. The House passed a budget provision 
requiring all state universities receiving taxpayer funds 
that support on-campus gender and sexuality centers 
to construct “family values centers,” as well. According 
to Rep. Wayne Christian, who authored the amend-
ment, the new centers will advocate for heterosexual, 
traditional values. The amendment stipulates that the 
amount of funding appropriated to a traditional family 
values center on a campus cannot be any less than what 
is appropriated to “support a gender and sexuality center 
or other center for students focused on gay, lesbian, ho-
mosexual, bisexual, pansexual, transsexual, transgender, 
gender questioning or other gender identity issues” on 
college campuses in Texas.
While it goes without saying, Wayne Christian is noth-
ing short of a modern day hero for sticking up for hetero-
sexual lifestyles on college campuses. As a straight male at 
a large public university, there are very few support net-
works to guide me towards a lifestyle that the Bible — I 
mean — the state deems acceptable. 
One could argue that this amendment is little more than 
a state-mandated slap in the face to the GLBTQ commu-
nity at the taxpayers’ expense and that it serves as nothing 
more than political posturing by the Republican majority 
in the Texas Legislature, which claims that slashing the 
budget is a priority but at the same time is willing to give 
funding to blatantly wasteful ideology-driven projects. 
You could argue that, but that would fail to account for 
how difficult it is to be a straight college student in 2011. 
Just last weekend, I approached a girl at a bar and asked 
her if she would care to practice being heterosexual with 
me, and I was outright refused. I was left embarrassed 
about my sexuality with no government-funded campus 
building to turn to. It’s difficult to escape the societal pres-
sure on me to be gay. 
I came to college with the same plan as most other men: 
to meet a wife who will stay at home, cook dinner and 
have two and a half children with me. Let’s see Lady Gaga 
write a song about that for a change. This amendment is 
right on target — traditional is just better. 
But unfortunately, it’s so easy to lose sight of the strong 
Christian — I mean family values that have guided this 
country throughout its history. With all the funding and 
attention given to the GLBTQ communities on college 
campuses, heterosexuals are seemingly forgotten. It would 
be so refreshing to have a place on campus that could re-
mind me of what the dominant ideology in American so-
ciety is.
Although the UT College of Liberal Arts was recently 
forced to eliminate all funding to the Center for Russian, 
Eastern European and Eurasian Studies, the Center for 
East Asian Studies and the Humanities Institute on cam-
pus because of budget cuts, it’s nice that the Legislature 
realizes what does deserve funding. This is America and 
times are tough. That means we need to invest more in 
learning about ourselves and less in learning about any-
one different from us, especially commies.
Once again, I’d like to applaud members of the Texas 
House of Representatives for their bravery in supporting 
the creation of traditional family values centers on Texas 
campuses. It will be so refreshing to have a place at UT 
where I will have a support network to help me cope with 
the difficulties of being heterosexual.
Now the hard part will be finding someone to oversee 
all the new centers. 
I heard Glenn Beck is free.
Treadway is a political communication senior.
Veteran benefits
I appreciate The Daily Texan bringing voice to 
issues surrounding veteran benefits in the April 4 
article, “Veteran benefits unclear, report reveals.” 
However, I was surprised to see no mention of the 
changes made to the GI Bill. Not only are benefits 
often unclear for veterans, those who made an edu-
cated decision to choose the Post-9/11 bill are now 
subject to changes they did not sign up for. 
On Jan. 4, President Obama signed into law 
the “Post-9/11 Veterans Education Assistance 
Improvement Act.” also known as the GI Bill 2.0. 
The new GI Bill has improvements from the old GI 
Bill, but not without sacrifices. 
First, the good news: GI Bill 2.0 expands the 
eligibility of National Guard soldiers so they have 
the same eligibility criteria as active duty service 
members. It also offers additional benefits for non-
college degrees, apprenticeship training and online 
or distance learning.
The bad news is interval pay (or break pay) is no 
longer available, so students will no longer receive 
payment during any semester break. Students will 
only receive Basic Allowance Housing benefits for 
time spent in class. The Basic Housing Allowance is 
intended to cover the cost of housing; in Austin this 
stipend for a full-time student amounts to $1,197 per 
month. The loss of this income poses a significant 
issue for many veterans who depend on this stipend 
to pay rent and bills while taking a full course load. 
The fact that these veterans receive $1,197 every 
month, “no strings attached,” may seem unfair to 
many students who are forced to work in order to pay 
their own tuition or rent.  It is important to bear in 
mind that these veterans already worked to earn these 
benefits; they earned this money overseas, away from 
loved ones and often in austere conditions.  
Our soldiers signed a contract, made sacrifices 
and served our country. Why can’t the government 
uphold their end of the deal? I propose asking our 
government to reinstate interval pay for our soldiers. 
Longhorns, ask your representatives to take action! 
— Clarissa DiSantis Humphreys,
Social work graduate student
Keep classes           
offline
As students continue to log on, update and check in, some 
UT system administrators want to take that connectivity one 
step further. 
Emails obtained by the Texas Tribune last week reveal 
that one of the major “reforms” being pushed by new UT 
regent Alex Cranberg and recently unemployed adviser/re-
searcher/shapeshifter Rick O’Donnell is the expanded use 
of online classes. 
In emails between regents, system staffers and O’Donnell, 
Cranberg writes, “There should be some kind of online learn-
ing excellence institute at UT” in reference to an online grad-
uate engineering program in use at Stanford University. Ad-
ditionally, the Board of Regents has created a “task force” to 
study how to implement “online learning.”
The idea isn’t entirely new to the debate over the future 
of Texas higher education. Last year, a 20-member panel on 
higher education created by Gov. Rick Perry recommended 
students be required to take at least 10 percent of their course-
work outside the classroom such as through online classes. 
Bernie Francis, a member of the panel, said “If the University 
of Phoenix can be successful, the question needs to be asked: 
can the public sector do the same?”
Yes, we should really try to emulate the University 
of Phoenix.
Online classes offer some advantages in certain areas where 
they complement existing curriculums. Such courses give stu-
dents flexibility in scheduling, which can be especially impor-
tant for nontraditional or part-time students. 
As cited by the regents in their emails, Stanford offers sever-
al online engineering programs via its Center for Professional 
Development for post-graduate professionals to take continu-
ing education courses. 
UT already uses online classes as part of the UT extension 
program, whereby individuals can take certain courses online 
for credit. 
Both examples are of optional classes offered to students 
and nonstudents alike, who for one reason or another are not 
able to attend in a traditional classroom setting. They are not, 
as proponents have tried to imply, an adequate substitute for 
either lecture or discussion-based classes. 
Thousands of students in this country are currently enrolled 
in online classes, many through for-profit universities such as 
Kaplan and the University of Phoenix. Most of those students 
will either not graduate, or if they do, face high rates of unem-
ployment as employers perceive their degrees to be of inferior 
quality than those from traditional universities. Those gradu-
ates are also twice as likely to default on their student loans. 
What it boils down to is that physically sitting in a lecture 
hall or classroom is not the same as reading a powerpoint or 
watching a webinar. 
Proposals such as the aforementioned rule requiring 10 
percent of courses be taken online would do nothing but 
force students out of a classroom and onto a computer, an 
unprecedented step in the wrong direction. Furthermore, 
there is no proof that online education would do anything 
to alleviate the financial burden on Texas colleges and uni-
versities. UT-San Antonio provost John Frederick told the 
Houston Chronicle last summer that implementing online 
learning curricula can actually be more expensive than 
classes in a traditional setting.
Online materials should be incorporated into a curricu-
lum when such materials substantially improve the quality of 
the education offered by that curriculum. They should not be 
forced onto students or faculty out of consideration for finan-
cial costs. 
There may be colleges and universities in Texas where im-
plementing more online learning is an effective and viable al-
ternative to a traditional classroom setting, especially those 
schools that serve a more diverse constituency than UT. This 
University is not one of those schools. Forcing students out of 
the classroom is an ill-conceived proposal that would degrade 
the quality of education offered and do further irreparable 
damage to the University’s reputation. 
It would be best for our Regents to remember that their re-
sponsibilities to the UT system include maintaining a “Uni-
versity of the first-class,” and not converting the Forty Acres 
into the Austin branch of the University of Phoenix. 
— Dave Player for the editorial board
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A week after Student Gov-
ernment President Natalie But-
ler denounced the adoption 
of a university model that em-
phasized online degrees, she is 
watching out for the UT System 
Board of Regents’ next move.
The Board of Regents formed 
two task forces to focus on 
blended and online learning and 
university productivity and ex-
cellence. The regents visited oth-
er campuses and invited officials 
from different universities to UT 
to compare effectiveness. Butler 
traveled to Arizona State Uni-
versity with the 
regents on April 
6 and, upon re-
turning, urged the 
board in a letter to 
not consider mak-
ing changes to re-
semble the ASU 
model.
Butler said the 
ASU model  in-
c lu d e s  s t re am -
l i n i n g  d e p a r t -
ments and mak-
ing online classes 
more accessible.
She argued UT 
should not mod-
el its academic structure after 
ASU, which graduates less than 
50 percent of students in fewer 
than six years and consistently 
ranks outside of the top 100 col-
leges and universities, according 
to the U.S. News and World Re-
port. UT has graduation rates 
closer to 80 percent and consis-
tently ranks among the top 50 
institutions in the nation, ac-
cording to the magazine.
“ASU has done a lot things that 
are good for ASU and what it 
wants to be, but a lot of the things 
we walked away with wouldn’t 
work at UT,” Butler said.
Butler said ASU emphasized 
expanding its online degree pro-
gram, which allows students to 
take all classes online and obtain 
the same degree as students in 
traditional courses. 
“I think we should invest more 
in using technology to do course 
transformation and improve the 
classroom experience,” she said. 
“I think that would be more 
valuable for UT-Austin.”
Butler said she is still waiting 
for a response from the board, 
and SG will monitor the board’s 
decision-making process.
“I’ve taken great in-
terest in this and if 
they do look like they 
are going take action 
that might hurt the 
University, then SG 
will absolutely be tak-
ing action,” she said.
UT System rep-
resentat ives  could 
not be reached as of 
press time.
Hannah Olson, a 
2007 UT alumna, said 
she is currently taking a 
UT extension statistics 
course in which she re-
ceives lecture notes but 
no instruction from a professor.
Olson said her only commu-
nication with the professor is 
through email, and it can take up 
to two days to get a response.
“There are things that wish 
that I could just raise my hand 
in a class and ask a question in-
stead of having to send an email,” 
she said. “I don’t think you ben-
efit as much from having to 
communicate through email as 




Ryan Smith | Daily Texan Staff 
Professors John Robinson and Brian Lendecky from the McCombs School of Business discuss the issue of tax reform after the screening of “An 
Inconvenient Tax” on Tuesday. The documentary explores some of the issues with American tax code. 
A question-and-answer session 
following a screening of a docu-
mentary about the American tax 
system, “An Inconvenient Tax,” 
allowed panelists to voice their 
opinions and suggestions for im-
proving our federal tax system.
The Master’s Program in Ac-
counting Council showed “An In-
convenient Tax” at the Blanton 
Museum on Tuesday to about 40 
people and was followed by a ques-
tion-and-answer panel featuring 
professors from the business and 
law schools, as well as Vincent Vit-
torio, the film’s producer.
The documentary focused on 
the history of America’s tax sys-
tem by simplifying the issue and 
offering a wide range of solutions, 
such as eliminating estate taxes or 
improving corporate taxes, from 
interviews with experts and poli-
ticians, such as Steve Forbes, for-
mer Arkansas Gov. Mike Hucka-
bee and renowned political theo-
rist Noam Chomsky.
“Audiences have told us they 
have a better grasp of the tax code, 
and even accountants have said 
they see things differently,” Vitto-
rio said in a press release. “We fo-
cused on the history as a way to 
understand how to devise an ef-
fective solution.”
Vittorio said his main goal was 
to keep the documentary objective 
so the viewer could make their 
own decision about the American 
tax system. The panel offered less 
objective solutions on how Con-
gress should move forward.
Vittorio said the best way to 
solve the current tax system is to 
clean it up and simplify the in-
come tax. Even with this solution, 
the system will still be a mess, and 
Congress will need to continue to 
work on it, he said.
Accounting professor John 
Robinson said the movie kept dis-
cussion of a complex matter ob-
jective and accurate.
“[America] has built a machine 
so complex that you cannot tinker 
with one part without the rest of it 
responding,” Robinson said.
All of the panelists agreed with 
Robinson, but each offered varying 
opinions on ways the government 
can improve the current tax system.
Law professor Robert Peroni 
said the need is not just to simpli-
fy the current system but to also 
raise more revenue.
Accounting professor Lillian 
Mills said the government needs 
to eliminate the payroll tax and 
raise the current retirement age 
from 65.
“If there’s anything to take away 
from this documentary, it’s to 
get your head around what you 
think would be an improvement 
to our current system and lobby 
your politicians to create change,” 
Mills said. 
Film talk focuses on simplifying tax system
By William James
Daily Texan Staff
SG president urges 
regents not to accept 

















Dynamo to play host to Bolton 
as Holden returns to Houston
MLS club Houston Dynamo will 
welcome the Bolton Wanderers of 
the English Premier League for a 
home match this summer.
Bolton will travel to Houston 
on July 20 for the first European 
friendly opponent in Dynamo 
history.
Bolton is currently eighth in the 
EPL with a record of 11-10-11. The 
two clubs are connected by Stuart 
Holden, a Bolton midfielder who 
is currently out with injury and 
unlikely to play in the July friendly. 
He played for the Dynamo from 
2006 to 2009 and currently lives in 
Houston.
— Will Anderson
Home runs pace Longhorns 
as team rides past Mavericks
I-Hwa Cheng | Daily Texan Staff 
Sophomore right hander Josh Urban pitches Tuesday during Texas’ 4-2 comeback win. 
Urban had six strikeouts in four scoreless innings of work.
Shannon Kintner | Daily Texan Staff 
Freshman outfielder Brejae Washington, left, shares a smile with senior Amy Hooks during Texas’ 8-0 
win Tuesday. Washington got the Longhorns’ offense rolling with a home run in the first inning. 
Pitching staff settles down after rough start; 
UT secures win with late inning comeback
Outfielder shakes off leg injury for Horns, 
could be sidelined for series with Kansas
Craig comes up big 



















The Longhorns came out fast 
against UT-Arlington, putting 
up six runs in the first inning on 
their way to another run rule-
shortened game.
Freshman Brejae Washing-
ton got the fireworks started 
for Texas on a solo home run to 
center that just snuck over the 
wall. The homer was the first 
of her collegiate career and was 
a different side of Washington, 
who is usually just a speedster 
for the team.
“Her riseball got up there 
just flat enough for me to get 
my hands up and pop it out. 
I was just looking for a base 
hit,” Washington said. “I didn’t 
even know it was going out 
until I had rounded first and 
was on my way to second. At 
best, I figured I might get a tri-
ple out of it. When I finally saw 
that it was going over, I was 
so excited.”
Following the Washington 
power display and a Taylor 
Thom walk, senior Amy Hooks 
stepped up to the plate and de-
livered a two-run dinger of 
her own.
The Longhorns weren’t done 
for the inning. After a pair 
of walks from Nadia Taylor 
and Torie Schmidt, junior 
Courtney Craig came to the 
plate and capped the inning off 
with a  three-run shot  of 
her own.
Texas used a two-run eighth inning 
to complete a comeback and beat UT-
Pan American 4-2 on Tuesday. Mark 
Payton hit a ground-rule double that 
scored Paul Montalbano, right before 
it hopped over the right field wall.
“Our pitchers settled down after 
a rough start and took control of the 
game,” said Texas head coach Augie 
Garrido. “The defense played well be-
hind them and we manufactured the 
runs at the right time.”
Austin Dicharry started for Texas 
but only lasted one inning after sur-
rendering two runs. It was Dicharry’s 
first appearance since last April, and 
the junior walked two and gave up 
four hits.
“I came out there a little amped up. 
I think I was trying to overdo it a bit 
with that curveball,” Dicharry said. 
“Unfortunately, I was up in the strike 
zone today and didn’t do the best 
I could.”
Brandon Loy cut into the Broncs’ 
lead in the third inning with a two-out 
double that scored Montalbano. Pay-
ton had a chance to bring Loy home 
the next at-bat but grounded out to 
shortstop and couldn’t beat the throw 
to first base. Texas was plagued by an-
other slow start offensively, and had 





first base after 
a pinch-hit RBI 
in the eighth 
inning during 
the Longhorns’ 




Last season, junior outfield-
er Courtney Craig set the Tex-
as single-season home run re-
cord with 13. 
However, an early season in-
jury benched the California na-
tive for most of nonconference 





as offense, but 
after she sus-
tained an in-
jury this past 
weekend, the 
L o n g h o r n s 
needed some-
one to step up. 
In the Long-
h o r n s ’  8 - 0 






nected for two 
home runs and had four RBIs. 
This marked the second multi-
ple home run game of her ca-
reer. Craig is now tied for sixth 
on the Texas career home runs 
record list.
“It means a lot with her be-
ing able to come back, because 
she was one of the best hitters 
last year, and we need that 
in the Big 12,” said freshman 
Brejae Washington. “It makes 
the team really confident with 
her being in the lineup.”
Although Craig started as 
the designated hitter on Tues-
day, she came in to play left 
field early in the game. While 
on defense, she made several 
key plays that allowed sopho-
more starting 
pitcher Blaire 
Luna to relax 
in the circle. 
Despite her 
contributions 
in the field, 
her offensive 
performance 





ing on my of-
fense, getting 
back after my 
injury,” Craig 
said. “The in-
side pitch has 
really been getting me in the 
past couple of weeks and I have 
really just been working on that 
mentally and physically. Just 
getting that inside pitch down 
and giving myself some room 
to do what I can do.”   
UT-PAN AM TEXAS
Cohl Walla can’t field fly balls, can’t run 
the base paths and can’t even practice. He 
hobbles when he jogs, limps when he walks 
and would fall over if he tried to sprint.
Walla, who is plagued by a bone contu-
sion in his left knee, can’t do much more 
than stand idly in the batter’s box and 
swing away — although that still hurts 
a little.
But there he was Tuesday night, fresh off 
the training room table, pinch-hitting and 
punching a ball through the left side of the 
infield, scoring Texas’ final run of the night 
and putting the proverbial dagger through 
the heart of UT-Pan American.
“That hit was big,” said freshman 
right fielder Mark Payton. “It really put 
them away.”
When Walla fouled a pitch off his left 
knee against Oral Roberts on March 29, 
he tried to fight through the pain, return 
to the batter’s box to finish his at-bat. He 
couldn’t do it; it hurt too bad. Walla limped 
back to the dugout and hoped that it was 
nothing serious.
“Initially, I thought it’d be like a two- to 
three-day-injury,” he said. “I had no idea it 
would be this bad.”
An MRI came back clean, but Wal-
la was still in enormous pain. The fast-
est guy on the team, and a staple in center 
field, was grounded. When his teammates 
SOFTBALL 







WALLA continues on PAGE 7
RUNS continues on PAGE 7
CRAIG continues on PAGE 7
WIN continues on PAGE 7
“ “I have really been working on my offense, getting back 
after my injury.















HOUSTON — Houston Rock-
ets general manager Daryl Mo-
rey and Rick Adelman talked 
for hours, sharing their ideas 
for how to mold the team into a 
championship contender.
They just couldn’t find enough 
common ground.
The Rockets announced Mon-
day that Adelman would not be 
retained after going 193-135 in 
four seasons. His contract ex-
pires on June 30.
“Coach Adelman did as 
good, if not the best job anyone 
could’ve done with this roster,” 
Morey said. “It’s not about, did 
he do a good job, or was our ros-
ter perfect? I feel like we need 
change, and we need to con-
tinue to change until we get to 
where we want to be.”
Adelman, 64, guided Hous-
ton to its lone playoff series vic-
tory since 1997 and moved into 
eighth on the NBA’s all-time list 
for regular season coaching wins 
(945) at the end of the season.
Adelman said Tuesday that 
he was uneasy with the di-
rection that Morey and own-
er Leslie Alexander want-
ed to go from here, with more 
roster changes coming.
“We had conversations that 
we talked about the framework 
of what they wanted and could 
I be comfortable in that frame-
work?” Adelman said. “We talk-
ed through that. A lot of it was 
fine. Some of it, I thought, was 
unnecessary and was going to 
be difficult. There was opportu-
nity there, but it didn’t mesh. It 
didn’t mesh.”
Neither Morey nor Adelman 
would elaborate on specifics of 
their meetings or any philosoph-
ical differences.
“He and I talked a lot, and 
we agreed to keep those con-
versations to ourselves,” Mo-
rey said. “I have a lot of admi-
ration for him. We feel like we 
need change. Our goal is to be a 
championship-caliber team. We 
feel like we can grow into that, 
with some of the players on the 
roster. But we feel like we’re 
not there right now, and that re-
quires change. The differenc-
es in terms of the mutual fit, re-
volve around that.”
Houston went 43-39 this 
season, missing the playoffs 
for the second straight year. 
The Rockets played virtual-
ly all of the past two seasons 
without All-Stars Yao Ming 
and Tracy McGrady, who were 
plagued by injuries.
Adelman defended the job 
that his staff did, especially in 
developing one of the league’s 
youngest rosters. The Rockets 
were one of the league’s highest-
scoring teams, averaging 105.9 
points per game.
“I said that I have one of the 
best staffs in the league,” Adel-
man said. “So I don’t under-
stand the emphasis on change, 
or whatever they wanted to 
do, when we brought young 
guys around. We were success-
ful with pretty good guys, some 
stars and pretty successful with 
these other guys.”
Morey said Adelman assis-
tants Elston Turner and Jack Sik-
ma would be considered for the 
vacancy, and Adelman has al-
ready lobbied for them.
“They’re both ready,” Adel-
man said. “Elston’s been ready 
for a long time, and he’s had 
a couple of opportunities that 
he’s been very close on. I think 
some of those places wish they 
would’ve hired him. And Jack 
has been doing this a long time, 
too. He was a very successful 
player in this league, and he’s 
been on different staffs.”
The Rockets are seeking their 
third coach since Rudy Tom-
janovich stepped down in 2003 
because of health reasons. Jeff 
Van Gundy went 182-146 from 
2003-07 and led Houston to 
three playoff appearances.
Morey would not say wheth-
er he’s leaning toward another 
experienced hand or opting this 
time for a younger, up-and-com-
ing assistant. He set no timeline 
for finding Adelman’s successor, 
and said the looming NBA labor 
dispute would not alter Hous-
ton’s hiring process.
“The only league environment 
that’s affecting our choice of a 
coach is all options for who we 
might want to consider are un-
available for the interview right 
now,” Morey said. “Because 
some of those options would be 
in the playoffs.” 
Adelman plans to move back 
to Portland, Ore., and start pre-
paring for two family weddings 
this summer. He said he would 
listen to any offer that comes 
his way.
“When you leave a place, you 
kind of wonder, ‘Well, will I ever 
have another opportunity?’” he 
said. “I’ve had that happen a 
couple of times, where I’ve had 
opportunities and if I was in-
terested, I probably could get it 
again. But I’m just going to wait 
and see what happens.”
Adelman led Portland to two 
NBA finals in the early 1990s, 
and was fired after the 1993-
94 season. He had two losing 
seasons in Golden State, be-
fore building Sacramento into 
a Western Conference power in 
the early 2000s. His contract was 
not renewed by the Kings after 
they went 44-38 in 2005-06.
He’s leaving Houston with a 
positive feeling, mostly because 
he developed such close ties to 
his players. All of them advo-
cated Adelman’s return in their 
exit meetings with team man-
agement, and Adelman said the 
relationships he built with them 
makes him want to coach again.
“When you have the recep-
tiveness that we had from these 
players, in the way they played 
together, even in the last part 
of the season, that’s what’s fun 
about coaching,” he said. “I 
know what we’re doing is good, 
and I know that it’s successful 
and I enjoyed the experience.”
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Although the current class of re-
cruits is locked up, the hunt for 
next year’s prospects has already 
begun. Here’s an early peak at 
whom the Longhorns have target-
ed for the class of 2012:
Cayleb Jones – WR, 6’2”, 195 
lbs. (Austin HS - Austin, TX)
The homegrown Austinite has 
amassed nearly 2,000 yards on 154 
receptions as a high school player. 
He also has 17 touchdowns in his 
career. Jones can catch just about 
anything thrown in his direction 
and has a knack for getting open. 
Throw in his polished route run-
ning skills and he could make an 
immediate impact when he arrives 
in the fall of 2012.
Malcom Brown – DT,  6’2”, 280 
lbs. (Brenham HS - Brenham, TX)
Not to be confused with the re-
cent running back commit from 
San Antonio, Brown is one of the 
best all-around defensive linemen 
in the 2012 recruiting class. He pos-
sesses great athleticism for his size, 
making him a good option for any 
position along the defensive line. 
He pursues the ball extremely well 
and bursts out of his stance like a 
track sprinter. His ability to shed 
blocks using his hands and main-
tain a low pad level make him a su-
perb run-stopper.
Peter Jinkens – OLB, 6’1”, 210 
lbs. (Skyline HS - Dallas, TX)
Logging a time of 4.45 in the 40-
yard dash, according to Rivals.com, 
the linebacker is apt at covering the 
entire length of the field. Jinkens 
also rotates in at running back for 
Skyline High School, adding more 
than 10 yards per carry to his re-
sume. Already one of the fastest 
linebackers in the state, he has sig-
nificant upside once he bulks up. 
One more year in the weight room 
could do the trick.
Bryson Echols – CB, 5’9”, 165 lbs. 
(Desoto HS - Desoto, TX)
While not the most physically 
imposing player, Echols possess-
es intangible skills and plays smart 
football. He’s not afraid to fight for 
the ball against a much taller re-
ceiver and sticks to his man like 
glue. Don’t let his modest numbers 
fool you.
Johnathan Gray – RB, 5’10”, 
190 lbs. (Aledo HS - Aledo, TX) 
*undecided
Son of a former Texas Tech star 
back, James Gray, the young phe-
nom is a runner known around the 
lone star state for his vision, agili-
ty and speed. His versatility makes 
him a good receiver option as well. 
Aledo High School has already 
won two consecutive state cham-
pionships on the back of Gray, 
and will look for a third next sea-
son. Gray has reportedly narrowed 
down his interest to Texas, TCU 
and Texas A&M. His attributes 
would complement 2011 commit 
Malcolm Brown nicely in the Long-
horn backfield.
Craig also admitted that her 
performance at the plate Tues-
day evening was not all a re-
sult of talent. She employed a 
different mindset going into 
the game.  
“I think I was more relaxed 
and was just having fun,” Craig 
said. “I have had some frustra-
tion lately, and I was just having 
fun out there tonight.”
Head coach Connie Clark said 
it was not a coincidence that 
the Texas offense, and most no-
tably Craig, stepped up to re-
place Bennett. Before the game, 
the team discussed that the en-
tire team needed to step up to 
replace what Bennett was able 
to do both on defense and at 
the plate. Craig, who is getting 
back to full range of ability af-
ter her injury, really took that 
to heart.
“It was Courtney that was 
hurt, and now she’s really start-
ing to feel 100 percent and see 
the ball well and get more at-
bats under her belt,” said Clark. 
“It is obviously great timing 
and we need it. She is looking 
really good.”
“We know at some point 
we’re going to find our 
rhythm and score runs,” Pay-
ton said. “We’re not hoping 
it’s going to come or think-
ing it’s going to come. We 
know it’s going to come.”
Josh Urban pitched four 
innings out of the bull-
pen for Texas in a no-de-
c i s ion .  The  sophomore 
struck out six while giv-
ing up only one hit and one 
walk but said it wasn’t his 
best work.
“I missed a couple spots 
with the slider and I didn’t 
feel  l ike I  had my legs 
with me, he said. “They 
felt a little heavier than 
normal. I’m a quick-tempo 
guy, so I was rushing a little 
bit and that mixed in with 
it also.”
Payton tied the game in 
the sixth inning on a dou-
ble down the left field line 
b y  E r i c h  We i s s ,  a n d 
finished the game 3-4 with 
two runs and an RBI.
T h e  L o n g h o r n s  t o o k 
the lead for good in the 
eighth with Payton’s ground-
rule double that fell a few 
feet short of a home run. 
Payton is still waiting for 
t h e  f i r s t  h o m e  ru n  o f 
his career.
“Me and [UT first base 
coach] Travis Tucker joke 
with each other that it’s get-
ting closer and closer each 
time,” Payton said. “We have 
a joke with the whole team, 
that the field’s too big for us 
little guys.”
Cohl  Wal la  p inch-h i t 
for Texas three batters lat-
er and hit an RBI single to 
left field that scored Erich 
Weiss. Walla has been nurs-
ing a left leg contusion for 
several weeks, and it was his 
first action since March 29. Dex 
Kjerstad pinch-ran for Walla, 
who isn’t quite ready to 
run yet.
“Everything felt fine in 
pregame hitt ing,  except 
when I went into the outfield 
to run,” Walla said. “I can’t 
run at all right now.”
Kendal Carrillo pitched a 
perfect eighth inning to set 
up the save for Corey Kneb-
el. It was Knebel’s 12th save 
of the year, the best in the 
Big 12.
Longhorns targeting prospects 
in class of 2012 this offseason
Football recruiting
practiced, he’d be stuck on the 
treadmill. Or the stationary bike. 
Sometimes, he’d muster up the 
strength to squat light weight.
“I have been doing whatever I 
can to get back into playing shape,” 
he said. “But I can’t run — at all.”
Tuesday night proved as much. 
His run to first base after his hit 
was, as best described by Wal-
la, “just bad.” Upon reaching, he 
was replaced by pinch-runner 
Dex Kjerstad.
“Walla said before the game that 
if he had an opportunity to pinch-
hit, he’d do it,” said head coach Au-
gie Garrido. “It worked out, he pro-
duced. But he can’t run for long pe-
riods of time, so I took him out of 
the game immediately.”
While a timetable for Walla’s re-
turn to the everyday lineup isn’t 
set — he doesn’t think he’ll be able 
to travel to Lawrence this week 
to play Kansas — he’s optimistic 
about a quick return.
“I can’t really play right now. 
I can pinch-hit though,” he said. 
“The injury is getting better. My 
leg’s pretty swollen, but hopefully 
I’ll be good to go in a week or so.”
Payton says that Walla’s deter-
mination has been an inspiration in 
his own rehab this season. Against 
Baylor on March 10, Payton rolled 
his ankle coming to a quick halt at 
third base and has been nursing it 
for about a week.
“Cohl is doing everything he can 
to get back and help this team,” 
said Payton, who went 3-4 Tues-
day night, including plating the go-
ahead run in the eighth. “He hates 
sitting. Today showed his heart.”
“For us to come out strong in 
the first inning like that got us 
some excitement and put us on 
our toes, and from there we didn’t 
want to get to content with that,” 
Washington said. “We just want to 
put the bat on the ball, and that’s 
what we were doing tonight.”
Craig had an excellent game 
in addition to that home run, go-
ing 3-3 at the plate with a pair of 
home runs and four RBIs. The 
second of the home runs came by 
the closest of margins, just sneak-
ing over the left field foul pole.
“I kind of hesitated at the be-
ginning, but it was fun to watch it 
sneak over,” Craig said.
The offense completed the on-
slaught in the sixth when Taylor 
hit a line drive single into right 
field that scored Washington, 
ending the game on the run rule 
and sending the Mavericks back 
to Arlington early.
Not to be forgotten in the wake 
of the offensive explosion was an-
other complete game shutout from 
all-American pitcher Blaire Luna, 
who gave up only two hits while 
striking out 10 on the night, lower-
ing her ERA to a microscopic 0.88.
“She had a good outing to-
night, I think she had to work 
through some things, and I think 
it’s tough sometimes when your 
offense puts up six runs in the 
first it’s tough to stay focused,” 
said Texas head coach Connie 
Clark. “I thought in [the] fourth 
inning her focus waned a little 
bit, but she came right back in 
the fifth and sixth and put up a 
great performance.”
The Longhorns look to continue 
their offensive momentum gained 
from the win today against Texas 
Woman’s University tonight.
WIN continues from PAGE 6
CRAIG
continues from PAGE 6
RUNS
continues from PAGE 6
Rockets sever ties with Adelman, more changes ahead for team
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Five minutes to cam-
pus, pool, shuttle and 
Metro, shopping, park-
ing, gated patio, sum-
mer rates available.
Century Plaza Apts. 4210 
Red River (512)452.4366
Park Plaza and Park 
Court Apts. 915 & 923 
E. 41st St. (512)452.6518
V. I. P. Apts. 101 E. 
33rd St. (512)476.0363 
apartmentsinaustin.net
EFFICIENCY WEST CAM-
PUS Dorm-style effi cien-
cy pre-leasing for June 
and end of August, two 







Spacious 2BR/2BA Apts. 
On-site laundry. FREE 
Cable, internet, parking. 
Quiet, Non-Smoking, 





OAKVIEW CONDO Walk 
to CAMPUS $900, 1/1, 
Balcony, security gate, 
parking, pool, quiet! call 
or text James. 512-417-
5636 
420 Unf. Houses
1/2 MILE TO 
CAMPUS
Nice 4Beds/2Baths for 
$1,800/mon. 5Beds/2Bath 
for $2,000/mon. Cel-
ling fans, Central AC/
Heat. Wash/Dryer. 3009 
Cherrywood Rd. Owner 
Pays water & Yard Care. 
Pre-Leasing for August. 
John/512-809-1336
HYDE PARK 3/2 CA/CH, 
W/D, deck, cats OK, no 






MAR/KOENIG 2/1, $1,100. 




Large furnished rooms, 4 
blocks from UT-Fall pre-
lease. Private bath, large 
walk-in closet. Fully 
equipped, shared kitch-
en and on-site laundry. 
Central air, DSL, all bills 
paid. Private room from 
$535/mo. Quiet, non-
smoking. For pictures, 
info, apps. visit www.








Big 1 bedroom, 1 bath in 
quiet gated community 
just north of UT. Moti-




1/1 study/den, across 
from hike/bike trail, bus, 







NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING
The Central Texas Re-
gional Mobility Authority 
(ìCTRMAî) provides this 
NOTICE OF INTENT to 
enter into a contract with 
Central Texas Mobility 
Constructors for the de-
sign and construction of 
the 290 East Toll Project 
(the ìManor Express-
wayî or the ìProjectî) in 
Travis County, Texas. 
The Manor Expressway 
is an approximately 6.2 
mile toll project located 
along the existing U. S. 
290 corridor, extending 
eastward from existing 
U. S. 290 at the U. S. 183 
interchange to east of SH 
130. CTRMA will own, 
operate, and maintain 
the Project after the con-
struction is completed 
in accordance with the 
terms of the contract.
CTRMA’s contract with 
Central Texas Mobility 
Constructors to construct 
the Manor Expressway 
Project is a design/build 
comprehensive devel-
opment agreement (the 
ìContractî), and no con-
cession in the Project is 
granted to Central Texas 
Mobility Constructors. 
There are no concession 
payments made in con-
nection with this Project. 
Because the contract is 
not a concession agree-
ment, it contains no pro-
vision for a ìtermination 
for convenience.î When 
the construction of the 
Project is completed and 
the Project is accepted 
by CTRMA, the contract 
with Central Texas Mo-
bility Constructors will 
terminate, except for 
warranty obligations. 
CTRMA, a political sub-
division of the State of 
Texas, will be the sole 
owner and operator of 
the Manor Expressway 
Project.
The expected initial toll 
rates for the Project will 
be $0.15-$0.20 per lane 
mile traveled on the 
tolled main lanes of the 
Manor Expressway, and 
a toll of $0.25-$0.50 to 
use the new direct con-
nectors between US 183 
and tolled main lanes of 
the Manor Expressway, 
before adjusting these 
rates for infl ation since 
2007. Toll rates projected 
at the end of the contract 
with Central Texas Mo-
bility Constructors will 
be the projected initial 
toll rates, as may be ad-
justed under the method 
described in the follow-
ing paragraph.
Projected toll rates for 
the Project have been 
established by a mar-
ket valuation agree-
ment procedure under 
state law conducted by 
CTRMA and the Texas 
Department of Transpor-
tation. Market valuation 
business terms were 
approved by the Capitol 
Area Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization on 
December 1, 2008. Toll 
rates established by the 
market valuation agree-
ment will be increased 
annually under a formula 
based on the percent-
age of increase in either 
the Texas State Gross 
Domestic Product per 
capita or the Consumer 
Price Index for the year 
preceding the adjust-
ment. 
The total amount of debt 
that has been and will be 
assumed to acquire, de-
sign, construct, operate, 
and maintain the Project 
is approximately $359 
million in the form of se-
nior and subordinate lien 
revenue bonds issued 
by CTRMA. The senior 
lien bonds will be struc-
tured as 30 year bonds, 
with amortization from 
2021 through 2041. Sub-
ordinate lien bonds are 
structured with a 23 year 
term, with amortization 
from 2023 through 2034. 
Total projected interest 
for the senior lien bonds 
is $497 million and $110 
million for subordinate 
lien bonds. All, or a sub-
stantial portion, of the 
accumulated debt for 
the Project will be repaid 
from the proceeds of rev-
enue bonds to be issued 
by CTRMA. Repayment 
of those revenue bonds 
will be secured by tolls 
and associated fees paid 
by those who use the 
Manor Expressway.
To ensure a revenue 
source for providing re-
placement reserves and 
paying the continuing 
expenses of maintaining 
and operating the Proj-
ect, CTRMA assumes at 
this time that it will col-
lect tolls from users of 
the Project even after the 
debt has been repaid.
CTRMA anticipates 
agreeing, in connection 
with its bond fi nancing, 
that it will not support 
the development of oth-
er projects that would 
have a material adverse 
impact on its ability to 
comply with its bond 
covenants, provided that 
it may support projects 
necessary for safety 
reasons or to preserve 
the condition of existing 
non-tolled facilities. No 
contracts or agreements 
entered into in connec-
tion with the Project es-
tablish a prohibition or 
restriction on the power 
of any other governmen-
tal entity to construct 
or expand a competing 
transportation facility.
CTRMA’s Board of Direc-
tors will hold a public 
hearing to receive com-
ments and questions 
concerning the informa-
tion disclosed in this 
notice at 9:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, April 27, 
2011. The hearing will be 
held at 301 Congress Av-
enue, Suite 360, Austin, 
Texas. CTRMA will re-
spond to comments and 
questions received at the 
public hearing, both writ-
ten and oral, by posting 
a written response at the 
CTRMA website, www.
ctrma.org.
For more information 
about the Manor Ex-
pressway or CTRMA, 
please visit www.ctrma.
org or call Steve Pustel-




SERVICES APA / MLA ex-
pertise. Theses, disser-




net or call: 512-618-2724 
760 Misc. Services
BIKE MAPS! Get a free 
map catalog & maga-




NEED PIANO STUDENT 
to write, in correct form, 
2 original piano compo-
sitions.
Each is 4-pages from my 
notations and C. D. Will 





REP. NEEDED Custormer 
Service rep needed to 
work for our aid. 18yrs 
and above needed. 
Must possess good typ-
ing skills, speak eng-
lish fl uently. Will earn 
$3000 montly. Email me 
at (roddnisepagexx@






sary. Training provided. 
Age 18+. 800-965-6520 
ext. 113
800 General Help Wanted
STUDENTPAY-
OUTS.COM
Paid Survey Takers 
Needed In Austin. 100% 








Regular rate 15 words 
for one day=$12.50/ for 
one week=$42.08/ for 
two weeks=$67.20 & 
$.50 per additional word.
All ads appear online at 
no charge unless you opt 
for enhancements which 





ADVERTISING TERMS There are no refunds or credits. In the event of errors made in advertisement, notice 
must be given by 10 am the fi rst day of publication, as the publishers are responsible for only ONE incorrect 
insertion. In consideration of The Daily Texan’s acceptance of advertising copy for publication, the agency 
and the advertiser will indemnify and save harmless, Texas Student Media and its offi cers, employees and 
agents against all loss, liability, damage and expense of whatsoever nature arising out of the copying, print-
ing or publishing of its advertisement including without limitation reasonable attorney’s fees resulting from 
claims of suits for libel, violation of right of privacy, plagiarism and copyright and trademark infringement. 
All ad copy  must be approved by the newspaper which reserves the right to request changes, reject or 
properly classify an ad. The advertiser, and not the newspaper, is responsible for the truthful content of the 
ad. Advertising is also subject to credit approval.
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Starting at $225 per RM.
Point South 




• On UT Shuttle 
Route
• Microwaves
• Sand & Water 
Volleyball
• Vaulted Lofts w/
Ceiling Fans
• 6 Min. to Down-
town & Campus
• Free DVD Library
• Spacious Floor 
Plans & Walk-in 
Closets
• 2 Pools w/
Sundecks































Sand Piper, Longhaven, and 
Escala Apartments
Studios starting at $600-650
1/1 starting at $700-850
2/2 starting at $950-1125
PMT: 476.2673
370 Unf. Apts
UPGRADES AVAI LABLE� 
LOCATED ON UT SHUTTLE� 
HUGE CLOSETS� 
RESORT POOL� 
RATES RANGING FROM $775-$1000� 





R O S C O E  P R O P E R T I E S
W W W . C E N T U R Y S Q U A R E A U S T I N . C O M
ONE BEDROOM BLISS
AT CENTUR Y SQUARE APAR TMENTS
 3 4 0 1  R E D  R I V E R  |  5 1 2 . 4 7 8 . 9 7 7 5 








recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle 
recycle recycle recycle recycle
REMEMBER!
you saw it 
in the TexanRECYCLEL
recycle
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A-Trak has risen to prominence as 
one of the world’s premier turntable 
DJs since he won the DMC World 
DJ Championship at the age of 15. 
As the first DJ to win all three major 
DJ titles, he eventually branched out 
beyond hip-hop to different genres, 
morphing into a multifaceted artist 
incorporating elements of electro, 
house, disco and a variety of others.
His mashup mixtapes and live per-
formances have gained him club play 
and notoriety. His collaborations with 
rap legends Lupe Fiasco, Jay-Z and 
Kanye West have helped cementing 
his reputation as a highly influential 
player in the hip-hop world and the 
music industry as a whole.
Daily Texan: Your albums, par-
ticularly Dirty South Dance and 
Dirty South Dance 2, are essen-
tially mashup albums. How do 
you draw the distinction between 
yourself as a DJ and someone like 
Girl Talk who makes mashups but 
rejects the DJ term?
A-Trak: Well I 
also don’t call 
those Dirty 
South Dance 
C D s  “a l -
bums.” To 
me they’re 
m i x t a p e s . 
That’s my DJ 
perspective, as well. 
When I make an album it will be all 
original music. 
DT: Your brother David is in 
Chromeo and you’ve worked with 
Armand Van Helden on Disco-
House type music on Duck Sauce. 
Do you see disco elements per-
vading into your music more in 
the future?
AT: I’m a groovy dude, what can I 
say. And I think it runs in the family. 
Dave and I grew up very close, and 
we always listened to music together. 
I think we’ve always been drawn to 
the types of sensibilities that define 
disco: tight drums, a good bassline, 
et cetera. Even back when both of us 
were only doing hip-hop, as a pro-
ducer you would dig for samples 
and look for those same types of ele-
ments, just slower. And most records 
that had a sample for a hip-hop track 
would also have a disco track on 
them, so it came with the territory. 
DT: You’ve been involved with 
a lot of highly influential con-
temporary hip-hop. How have 
you found yourself collaborat-
ing with artist like Lupe Fiasco 
and Kanye West and do you have 
any future plans for collaborations 
anytime soon?
AT: Yeah I’ve been in the studio 
with Kanye again lately. Hip-hop 
is my foundation, I’ve been in that 
world since I was a kid and even as 
I progress into other genres, it’s al-
ways important for me to keep my 
feet rooted there. 
DT: Do you ever swap technical-
ity at your shows for danceability?
AT: In certain parts of my sets, 
yes for sure. You can’t just show off 
during your whole set. I pick and 
choose certain moments to do my 
tricks and the rest of the set is de-
signed to make people dance. 
DT: What were you trying to 
achieve in the creation of your re-
cord label Fool’s Gold?
AT: I founded Fool’s Gold with 
my friend Nick Catchdubs and we 
wanted to create the best, most cred-
ible, reliable record label and brand 
— one that doesn’t know barriers. 
We want to be leaders, not just in 
our scene but also for our scene in 
the bigger musical landscape. 
Courtesy of Terry Richardson
Canadian DJ A-Trak has won five World Championships and produced a prolific amount of work, releasing 
13 mixtapes since 1997, as well as running his own record label, Fool’s Gold.
By Ali Breland
Daily Texan Staff
DJ discusses career, diversifying genres
WHAT: A-Trak Show
WHERE: Venue 222









HANDS continues from PAGE 10
ordinates with the machine he 
is working with — known as a 
jointer — to smooth the surface 
of the wood. His tedious move-
ments are not perfect, as he lets 
out an exasperated yell, realizing 
he made a mistake.
“Jacob is quick, dirty — gets 
the job done. He’s the best — self 
proclaimed,” Shannon said.
Barnes retaliates in a cool 
tone,  “No,  I  am slow and 
methodical.”
Unlike the older men of the 
shop, Barnes, 24, stumbled upon 
woodworking as a summer job 
at a trim carpentry shop af-
ter his freshman year of college 
in 2006.  
Realizing he was good at the 
craft, he pursued it on the side 
throughout school. After grad-
uating from UT in 2008 with 
a bachelor’s in geogra-
phy, he said he hunt-
ed Hindman down 
for a job when he 
heard about the 
work that Red Riv-
e r  R e s t o r a t i o n s 
was doing.
The employee seek-
ing out employer seems 
to be a trend among the wood-
workers of the shop. David 
Loesch, also 24, who got into 
working with his hands because 
his grandpa was a railroad day 
worker, said he asked Hind-
man for a job after delivering a 
sandwich when he worked for 
Jimmy John’s.
“I always had a crush on this 
place,” he said.
Similarly, Shannon, a sea-
soned craftsman who started 
woodworking with his broth-
ers when he was a child, said he 
found Red River Restorations a 
year ago when he was out on a 
run. After introducing himself 
and asking for a job twice, Hind-
man hired him.
“You have a balance between 
new guys with enthusiasm and 
excitement and old guys that 
just know a lot of stuff,” Hind-
man said. “You put them togeth-
er and you have a pretty neat 
recipe for creation and ideas.”
Like most children, Barnes 
had a set of Legos that he would 
use to construct and build — 
though his childhood precur-
sor to woodworking has become 
something of a joke around 
the shop.
“[Jacob] likes to build things 
out of Legos, did he tell you that 
yet?” Loesch asks with a taunt-
ing laugh as Jacob walks back in 
the shop.
This witty dialogue is some-
thing of a regular occurrence 
around the shop, one that only 
the closest of friends can get 
away with.
“We love each other 
dearly,” Barnes said. 
“We are the best of 
friends. We never 
fight, even in this 
small space.”
The next task on 
the list is restoring the 
crumbling house on the 
same lot as the workshop. Hind-
man purchased the house in 
2006, renting it out to various 
tenants in hopes of one day re-
storing and building his dream 
home. They started work on that 
same Friday.
From a task as daunting as re-
storing an entire house to some-
thing as delicate and complicated 
as restoring a 19th century win-
dow, they use the utmost care 
and precision when at work.
Their dedication to quality is 
what makes woodworking more 
than a job for these craftsmen; it is 
a passion. Red River Restorations 
is a fraternity of artisans, bound 
by a fervor for working with 
their hands.
ON THE WEB:
Check out a video 
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Yesterday’s solution
Arrr matey. This scurrvy beast is today’s answerrrrrr.
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Ed. Note: Not really.
Editor’s Note: This is the first install-
ment of a three-part series profiling 
artisans who work with their hands.
“The body becomes a tool in 
one way or another,” said Shane 
Shannon as he chips away a lay-
er of caulk on a late-1800s win-
dow. “I may have a hammer in my 
pouch, but I find myself using my 
hand instead.”
His sturdy hands are calloused 
from years of working with tools, 
but today, they are required to do a 
finer job.
“You think it’s mostly masculin-
ity and hard work that gets the job 
done, but it’s really more about fi-
nesse,” he added.
Shannon is a woodworker. He is 
one of a team of six with Red River 
Restorations and Fine Woodwork-
ing, located in a two-car garage 
apartment on Red River Street be-
tween 37th and 38th streets. Own-
er John Hindman opened the shop 
in 2003 but founded the company 
with the trademark name in 2007.
“The way our society is head-
ed is people don’t create as much 
anymore — they don’t work with 
their hands,” he said. “We are do-
ing things no one was doing [in 
Austin], like restoring original win-
dows. You can throw them away 
and put in new windows, but they 
don’t look right and the quality is 
not there. I want the original wood 
screens because that is the charm 
and jewelry and look of the house.”
The doors to the two-car ga-
rage workshop are almost always 
open during business hours, al-
lowing the sound of saws and 
the smell of paint and cut wood 
to permeate the surrounding air 
as the men work inside.
The workshop looks like a snap-
shot from 50 years ago. The walls 
look like they could tell stories 
from long before the company’s 
establishment, with layers of dust 
and wood shavings covering near-
ly every inch of the collage of sheet-
rock. The apartment above the ga-
rage workshop is home to the own-
er, his wife Erin and their son, Jack. 
The small one-bedroom home also 
doubles as the shop’s office and din-
ing hall for the six employees.
At any given week, Hindman said 
they have anywhere from four to 15 
customers. The artisans specialize in 
traditional, hands-on craftsmanship; 
from building customized screen 
doors to restoring antique windows, 
such as the one Shannon is working 
on that will allow light and air into a 
local architect’s office.
The art deco-style window takes 
nearly an hour to dismantle as 
Shannon strips the paste that held 
the wood and the rippled glass to-
gether for more than a century.
The craftsmanship that it took to 
construct the original window and 
the work that the shop does can-
not be imitated with a machine — 
it takes the tact of nimble fingers 
combined with a strong hand.
“Most of it’s on the fly anyway,” 
said Jacob Barnes, the main wood-
worker and first employee who start-
ed less than a year and half ago.
Barnes is working on build-
ing the frame of a screen door, 
known as a stile, that will find 
its place at the same office as the 
antique window. His body co-
ENT P10
The Red Hot New Play & Tony Award-Winner!
See it with Your UT Student Discount ...
$20 for Advance Phone Reservations* – Call 476-0541, ext: 1 or
Just $15 in Person Starting 1 Hour Before Each Show Time!
five hundred twenty-five thousand six hundred minutes
TICKETS: (512) 476-0541 x1 • zachtheatre.org
JOIN ZACH Theatre ON FACEBOOK & TWITTER
*Ticketing fee not included. Offer good with valid Student ID.
One Bitch of a Family Reunion!
Written by TRACY LETTS • Directed byDAVE STEAKLEY
Starring LAUREN LANE of TV’s The Nanny
“FIERCELY FUNNY!”
– The New York Times
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After nearly a decade of creat-
ing tiny people and screen-sized 
worlds to control and manip-
ulate, Electronic Arts has, as of 
March 22, released its latest ven-
ture into life simulation by tak-
ing a step back in time. 
“The Sims Medieval” creates a 
less customizable but more pol-
ished world — in this case, a 
kingdom — that puts the play-
er in control as the Watcher, a 
guardian revered by the inhab-
itants of the feudal world. The 
Watcher has the ability to select 
and create Heroes that he or she 
can control and guide along a 
series of ambitions and quests to 
strengthen the kingdom.
EA has taken what is perhaps 
a risky step in removing some of 
the customization that was so 
prevalent in its previous games. 
Furnishings can be added and 
characters can be custom-cre-
ated, but the option to actually 
build structures from the foun-
dation up is gone completely. 
Because devoted players on 
sites such as ModtheSims have 
been calling for medieval at-
tire and structure for years, 
moving on to a more histori-
cal time period for the game is a 
smart decision.
Aside from the initial creepy 
realization that the game has 
been designed so these min-
iature human figures actual-
ly worship you — there are two 
buildable churches with play-
able positions devoted to the 
Watcher that include select-
able actions such as “pray to 
the Watcher” and “write with 
the Watcher” — the gameplay 
paired with predesigned inhabit-
ants and structures is interesting 
and refreshing. 
The game is centered around 
quests much like those intro-
duced for “The Sims 3” in the 
“World Adventures” expansion 
pack and involve tasks from sim-
ply gathering resources to find-
ing magic fountains of lore. Pre-
made buildings and characters 
reduce the monotony of trying to 
create the perfect setting charac-
ter by character, and players who 
have found frustration in creat-
ing more complex storylines for 
worlds and characters will find a 
much friendlier game here.
For all the changes, there is 
no loss of the classic comedic el-
ements that make “The Sims,” 
well, “The Sims.” This incarna-
tion of the franchise is a more 
like an elaborate renaissance fes-
tival than something closer to an 
actual simulation of those times.
The new personality system of 
two basic traits and a fatal flaw, 
ranging from being a glutton to 
being too flirty, can add chal-
lenges to completing tasks or 
just amusing quirks to Heroes. 
Overall, EA succeeds in creat-
ing an entertaining and colorful, 
albeit quite stereotypical, ven-
ture into medieval times.





Genre: Life simulation, role playing
Platform: PC/Mac
For those who like:  The Sims 3, 





drill bit in 
his garage 
workshop, one 
of the tools 
he uses to 
refurbish aging 
woodwork.
Photos by Shannon 
Kintner 
Daily Texan Staff
David Loesch, a woodworker at Red River Restoration and Fine Woodworking, uses a drill press while restoring a 100-year-old window. The company specializes in hands-on 
craftsmanship, from renovating an entire house to preserving an antique door.
HANDS continues on pAGe 8
SharpeSt toolS 
in the shed 
Local carpenters refurbish decaying woodwork 
out of two-car garage workshop, residence
INGOODHANDS
By Amber Genuske
